

Content Grid for the
ABAM Certification Examination

This grid is intended to provide examinees with a general overview of what is covered on the exam.  The different areas on the grid will not be weighted equally, but more common or more serious issues will be represented more heavily on the exam, and the same is true for the different substances and specialties listed.

	Core Content
	EXAMINATION GRID - CONTENT 

	01
	Definitions 

	02
	Genetics

	03
	Pharmacokinetic and Pharmacodynamic Principles 

	04
	Pharmacology

	05
	Neurobiology of Addiction

	06
	Epidemiological Concepts 

	07
	Epidemiological Trends of Substance Use Disorders 

	08
	Prevention 

	09
	Screening, Assessment, and Brief Intervention

	10
	Overview of Addiction Treatment 

	11
	Management of Inpatient and Outpatient Intoxication and Withdrawal 

	12
	Pharmacologic Interventions for Addictions 

	13
	Behavioral Interventions 

	14
	Co-Occurring and Medical Disorders among Patients with Alcohol and Other Drug Use and Addiction 

	15
	Co-Occurring Psychiatric Disorders among Patients with Alcohol and Other Drug Use and Addiction

	16
	Pain and Addiction 

	17
	Ethical, Legal and Liability Issues in Addiction Practice 


 



	SUBSTANCE TYPES

	Alcohol

	Sedatives

	Stimulants

	Opioids

	Cannabinoids

	Nicotine

	Hallucinogens

	Dissociatives

	Inhalants

	Anabolic steroids

	Other substances

	Nonsubstance addiction




	Medical Specialty
	

	Internal Medicine
	IM

	Psychiatry
	PSYCH

	Family Medicine
	FM

	Emergency Medicine
	EM

	Preventive Medicine
	PM

	Obstetrics and Gynecology
	OBGYN

	Pediatrics
	PED

	Surgery
	SURG

	Other
	OTHER




