The darkness within the circle represents

the condition in which a person finds him or herself
when dependent on or addicted to alcohol, nicotine
or other drugs. The candle represents the physician
whose skill, compassion and knowledge of the science
of Addiction Medicine assists the addicted
or drug dependent individual and family find new life,
signified by the rays of light.
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Dear Colleagues,

Today you are being recognized as the very first Diplomates of the American Board of
Addiction Medicine. This occasion is both a formal recognition of your dedication to
patient care, and to your attainment of the highest level of expertise in our specialty.
This expertise is unique in medicine, as you must masterfully combine science, skills

and compassion in the care of patients with a challenging array of problems.

This occasion also marks a “coming of age” for addiction medicine, and you are in
the vanguard of our movement to make addiction medicine a more widely
recognized and respected specialty among patients, the medical profession and other
members of the addiction treatment team. Together with peers, you are renewing a
nation where drugs and alcohol have warped the public health and our healthcare
systems. As you know so well, addiction specialists continuously strive to alleviate
stigma, ignorance and neglect. Your interventions - simple and complex, social and
technical — improve and save lives. Your efforts and professionalism strengthen
families and communities, and give hope to the discouraged. And most importantly,
you offer humane care to each unique individual you encounter. More physicians

like you are desperately needed.

Today we also acknowledge the physicians who founded our field 55 years ago, and
those who have worked since to advance it. Dr. Ruth Fox inspired a generation of
physicians to take addictions out of the darkness, and so she has been a mentor to
all of us. The membership and leaders of the American Society of Addiction
Medicine have kept her candle burning bright, and also conceived and assisted in
the creation of the American Board of Addiction Medicine. As you receive your

Diplomate certificate today, we applaud you, and celebrate the progress we have

Kevin Kunz, M.D., M.P.H., FASAM
President
American Board of Addiction Medicine

made together. Congratulations!

We are pleased and honored that Dr. Kevin Kunz and Dr. Nora Volkow will speak to
the importance of the ABAM Diplomate and ABAM Certification.

Kevin B. Kunz, M.D., M.P.H., FASAM

Dr. Kunz is certified by the American Board of Preventive Medicine, and
certified in Addiction Medicine by examination by ASAM. He has an active
addiction medicine practice in Kona, Hawaii and is on the faculty of the
University of Hawaii’s School of Medicine. He is the Program Director of
Hawaii’s Physicians Health Program, and active in many community
organizations promoting the prevention and treatment of alcohol and drug
problems. Dr. Kunz has received local, state and national recognition for his
community efforts in addiction prevention and treatment.

Dr. Kunz was elected President of the American Board of Addiction Medicine in March, 2009.
He had served as Interim President from April, 2008. An ASAM member since 1995, Dr. Kunz
has served as an ASAM Director, Chair of the ASAM Chapters Council, and Co-chair of the
ASAM Medical Specialty Action Group.

Nora D. Volkow, M.D.

Nora D. Volkow, M.D,, is the Director of the National Institute on Drug
Abuse (NIDA) at the National Institutes of Health, since May 2003. NIDA
supports most of the world’s research on the health aspects of drug abuse
and addiction. Dr. Volkow’s work has been instrumental in demonstrating
that drug addiction is a disease of the human brain. Born in Mexico, Dr.
Volkow earned her medical degree from the National University of Mexico
in Mexico City. Her psychiatric residency was at New York University,

where she earned the Laughlin Fellowship.

Dr. Volkow previously was at the Department of Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory
(BNL) in Upton, New York, where she held several leadership positions, including Director of
Nuclear Medicine, Chairman of the Medical Department, and Associate Director for Life
Sciences. In addition, Dr. Volkow was a professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Associate
Dean of the Medical School at the State University of New York (SUNY)-Stony Brook. Dr.
Volkow has received multiple awards, including membership in the Institute of Medicine in the
National Academy of Sciences. She was recently named one of Time Magazine’s “Top 100
People Who Shape our World”, and was included as one of the 20 people to watch (in “Who’s
Next in 2007”) by Newsweek magazine.
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