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Scope of Practice is the definition and scope of the specialty of addiction medicine 
Scope of Practice: Version 1 was approved by the  

Directors of the American Board of Addiction Medicine (ABAM) Foundation 
September 9, 2009. 

 
The Directors of The ABAM Foundation invite comment on the Scope of Practice. 

Please send comments to Mr. Christopher Weirs at: email@abam.net 
 

The addiction medicine physician provides medical care within the bio-psycho-social 
framework for persons with addiction, for the individual with substance-related health 
conditions, for persons who manifest unhealthy substance use, and for family members 
whose health and functioning are affected by someone’s substance use or addiction.   
Board-certified addiction medicine physicians are board-certified in another medical 
specialty prior to meeting requirements for board certification by the American Board of 
Addiction Medicine. 
 
The addiction medicine physician is specifically trained in a wide range of prevention, 
evaluation and treatment modalities addressing substance use and addiction in 
ambulatory care settings, acute care and long-term care facilities, psychiatric settings, and 
residential facilities.  Addiction medicine specialists often offer treatment for patients 
with addiction or unhealthy substance use who have co-occurring general medical and 
psychiatric conditions.   
 
The addiction medicine physician is a key member of the health care team and is trained 
to coordinate and provide consultation services for other physicians and to use 
community resources when appropriate. Some addiction medicine physicians limit their 
practice to patients with addiction or other patterns of unhealthy substance use. Others 
focus their practice on patients within their initial medical specialty who have substance-
related health conditions.  Addiction medicine physicians work in clinical medicine, 
public health, educational and research settings to advance the prevention and treatment 
of addiction and substance-related health conditions and to improve the health and 
functioning of persons with unhealthy substance use or who are affected family members 
of unhealthy substance users.  
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